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CRASH A LOOK AT 
THE XMAS GAMES 


Tf you don't already know you certainly 
will by the time you've finished reading 
through this issue, that as from next 
month, the Crash Catalogue is turning in 
to a real magazine being sold through 
М.Н. Smith and J. Menzies, This is one 
reason why there are no proper reviews 
in this catalogue, because everyone is 
busy getting stuff together for the 
first issue of the magazine, So the aim 
of these two pages is to give a brief 
run down on some of the games contained 
here, especially the newer ones, 

Still a steady seller and probably 
one of the best asteroid type games is 
SENTINEL by Abacus. It requires deft 
fingers and four eyes in your head if 
the aliens and asteroids aren't to wipe 
out your space station. Another of the 
older games still proving popular is 
THE WIZARD'S WARRIORS by Abersoft. This 
is not an adventure but a fast moving & 
difficult robot/maze game, a sort of 
souped up Frenzy, 

Anirog have now released a whole 
batch of games for the Spectrum, some of 
which have already achieved popularity 
оп other computers, Their MISSILE DEFENCE 
is a hard version, and KONG looks very 
good. 

RAIDER OF THE CURSED MINE from Arcade 
is still selling steadily and provides 
good value since it's a long game to 
play. Their THE DETECTIVE appears in an 
article in the first issue of CRASH, 
Detection is the name of the game from 
Automata's latest release with the long 
title of MY NAME IS UNCLE GROUCHO YOU WIN 
A FAT CIGAR, where, together with the 
PiMan and Groucho Narx, you must discover 
the identity of a Hollywood Star. There's 
a fabulous prize for the winner when the 
competition closes next summer, Also from 
the same people comes MORRIS MEETS THE 
BIKERS a fast moving arcade game where 
you must help a poor little car escape 
from a multi-storey car park full of mad 
bikers, 

Another escape story comes from Blaby 
and "GOTCHA! You've escaped from your 
prison cell - if you can get past the 
guards you can make off and start robbing 
and looting. It's an extremely tough game 
of timing, not unlike Manic Miner. In 
PLUGGIT you have to fight your way 
through the inards of your computer to 
find the socket for a chip that's come 
loose - playing too many games no doubt! 








Britannia Software is a relative пен- 
comer with three games, STOMPING STAN, 
HOME RUNNER & GRAND PRIX DRIVER, The first 
two are platform type pames where you 
jump up through holes in moving platforms 
whilst avoiding various monsters. Home 
Runner also includes a middle section of 
a Berserk type. Grand Prix Driver is a 
very new road racing game with full 3D 
graphics. 

The less said about MANIC MINER the 
better - it's still driving everyone 
crazy! Definitely one of the best games 
this year, 

If physical strategy isn't in your 
line then there's a whole batch of new 
titles from CCS who brought you DALLAS, 
You can attempt to save the British car 
industry in BRITISH LOWLAND, fight your 
way to the top of the Mafia in GANGSTERS, 
steal the Spanish gold in PLUNDER and try 
your hand at getting past the customs in 
SMUGGLER, 

CDS are planning to release a number 
of new games before Christmas but at the 
moment their POOL is a big favourite and 
in competition with Abrasco's POOL. Get 
tired of the green baize and Abrasco can 
offer you a very good game of GOLF, a 
neat version of this popular simulation, 

Software giants DK Tronics haven't 
been idle either with 8 new games just out 
including the highly praised MAZIACS and 
a version of the old favourite, STAR TREK 
3000. 

Well away from bustle of mazes and 
deep space Gilsoft's new adventure pame 
writing utility THE QUILL has caused a lot 
of excitement. With this highly praised 
program, anyone can sit down and program 
a complex adventure pame without any 
knowledge of machine code. You could even 
sell your program to a software house! 

Hewson have two new games, an advent- 
ure called QUEST and a zappovision cockpit 
affair called 3D SPACE WARS which has very 
exciting visuals. Another war game is the 
follow-up to all time best seller Zzoom 
from Imagine and it's called STONKERS, 

One of our favourite maze games 
recently has been Ian Andrew's SPLAT on 
the Incentive label. Splat is a maze game 
with a cruel difference - the walls scroll 
around all over the place and it's no easy 
task to avoid being splatted, It's highly 
addictive and offers a cash prize for high 
scores. 

A long awaited and much heralded event 
has been the release of VALHALLA by new 
software house Legend. Valhalla boasts the 
best graphics yet seen in an adventure. 
Apart from the highly detailed backgrounds 
all the numerous characters on the screen 











including "yourself" are animated. The 
lives of the Valhallans go on quite in- 
dependently of whatever you до. As in the 
Hobbit, you can talk to them, fight them 
or get them to fight for you. 

Оп a more domestic note poor old Henry 
has taken Martha to Spain for their hols 
in MAD MARTHA II from Mikrogen. If you 
liked the first, you'll love the new game 
and you'll get as mad as Martha with it! 

lf you haven't tried Martech/Durell 
JUNGLE TROUBLES yet, then we can гесота- 
end it, The animation's wonderful and 
there's enough to do to drive you to com- 
plete distraction and make you try again, 
This is а dangerously addictive game, but 
be warned, getting your man to jump is an 
art to be mastered, 

A brand new company called Lotus Soft 
has a neat mazeish game called LORD HARRY 
& LADY HARRIET out, in which you find 
yourself lost in 4 interconnecting gard- 
ens. Eating mushrooms keeps you alive and 
two guard dogs chase you. On the shoot em 
up side, our reviewers have given a rave 
thumbs up to Lotus Soft*s HAWKS which has 
excellent graphics and sound and tons to 
do fighting off the swooping enemy whilst 
laying mines to blow up their hatching 
errs. 

Eggs are at the centre of a new game 
by war masters MC Lothlorien, BEETLEMANIA 
has fabulous machine code fast graphics 
and mazes of increasing complexity as you 
cat the beetles’ eggs and try to evade 
their growing numbers, BEDLAM by the same 
author is another fast, well animated 
maze pame that will keep you on your toes 
While in a more traditional vein Lothlor- 
ien also have PARAS and RED BARON out. lf 
you liked REDWEED or JOHNNY REB then 
PARAS is for you. The object is to capt- 
ure a bridge held by the enemy with your 
troops and their varying weaponry. RED 
BARON is a Horld War I aerial dog fight 
simulation with a complex range of 
options in playing. 

Hack to the depths with a new offering 
from Micromania - TUTANKHAMUN ~ in which 
you must penetrate the five tombs to pet 
at the Pharaoh's treasure while avoiding 
the horrors in there. The *horrors* move 
very fast and there are a lot! Addictive! 

For those who have never forgotten the 
pleasures of their electric train set 
Microsphere's TRAIN GAME is a must. A 
highly rated program which will keep you 
engaged for hours without having to con- 
nect up a single length of track! 

New Generation are out to bend your 
mind with their CORRIDORS OF GENON, a 
mixture of maze and Master Mind calling 
for brawn and brains, But if you're bett- 














er off with mind-blowingly fast arcade 
action then Ocean's amazing TRANSVERSION 
has one of our highest ratings. Simple in 
concept, this is a maddeningly addictive 
game and not easy for hi-scores. Good 
sound too. 

Hack to the brains bit for COMPUTER 
SCRABBLE. Despite its high price it's 
good value. A simply amazing piece of 
programming art. You get the real game 
with tremendous graphics and plenty of 
scope for playing. 

À creepy creatures convention has 
trapped a group of humans at the top of 
a space station in a new game from Procom 
called BONKERS, The object is to get the 
humans out - but can it be done? 

If space stations can get a bit claus- 
trophobic, submarines are even worse, The 
Protek people who brought you AIRLINER 
now give you command of HUNTER-KILLER, a 
highly realistic underwater simulation 
with the enemy dangerously close, Mean- 
while the Captain's wife is at home doing 
the chores in MRS. MOPP from new Computer 
solve. Not unlike PSSST in concept, you 
have to use the correct utensil to clear 
up ness, 

Quicksilva have 5 new games out, High- 
ly recommended are SOFT SOLID 3D ANT 
ATTACK with the best ever 3D graphics, 
amazing; BUGABOO (THE FLEA), the most 
colourful game yet for the Spectrum and 
madly addictive; and GAMES DESIGNER which 
allows you to redesign 8 arcade games to 
suit your own taste, The author of MINED- 
OUT, lan Andrew, is taunting everyone 
with SPLAT!, a maze game with a differ- 
ence - and the £500 prize is still open 
until JAN 1 

Silversoft are offering 4 new game: 
EXTERMINATOR, BRAIN DAMAGE, ARMAGEDDON’ & 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE, A11 four are fast 
moving arcade games with the high stand- 
ard one expects from Silversoft, 

And of course there's the two new 
smashes from Ultimate, LUNAR JETMAN and 
ATIC АТАС. Showing just what can be done 
with 48K, Ultimate have packed in just 
about everything but the kitchen sink, 
Jetman is probably the most addictive 
game of this year, 

Virgin have 10 new games out, some 
arcade, some adventure, but out tip for 
the top is a game by Watson Software - 
STAR SOCCER, a very good two-paler game 
which will engage even those who don't 
like football, 











For future news the first issue of 
CRASH will be on sale on JANUARY 13th. 


DON'T MISS IT! 





Mail Order form is on page 14 7 
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tA SENTINEL 16K 5.00 
Abbex 

«cosmos 16K 5.95 
FEAUST'S FOLLY 16K 5.95 
E.T.X. 16K/48K 5.95 
Abersoft ` 

WIZARD'S WARRIORS ABK 4,95 
Abrasco x 
POOL * авк 6.95 
(GOLF * 16K 6.95 
Addictive Games 0-2 
VÉODTBALL MANAGER 16K 6.95 


ea 
LM CRAZY BALLOONS 
FROGGER 

И JUNGLE FEVER 
v] PAINTER 





Anirog 








MISSILE DEFENCE 
SLAP DAB 
GALACTIC ABDUCTORS 
FROGRUN 
TINY TOT*S SEVEN 
KONG 
XENO 11 
Arcade — | 
GRIDRUN 48K 
LAST SUNSET FOR FOR 
LATTICA 48K 
RAIDER OF THE CURSED 
MINE 48K 
THE DETECTIVE ABK 
Artic -> а” 
'ALAXIANS 16K 
JTNVASION FORCE 16K 
| ENVADERS 16K 
BBLEMAN 16K 
30 COMBAT ZONE 48 
WCOSNIC DEBRIS 16K 
KRAKIT 16K 
[PLANET OF DEATH (A) 16K 
NCA CURSE (B) 48K 
HIP OF DOOM (C) ABK 
ESPIONAGE ISLAND (D) 48K 
dioe APPLE (E) 48K 


8 








5.50 
5.50 





95 
4.95 





OVER 340 GAMES! 











SPECTRUM CHESS 48K 8,45 
SPECTRUM CHESS II 48K 9.95 
ОТСЕ CHESS 48K 8,95 
CHESS TUTOR 16/48K 6.95 
30 QUADRACUBE 16K 4,95 
{BROOKER 16K 5.95 
Automata 
UNNY + E.T.A. 16k 
TO JAIL ABK 
IMANIA 48K 
GROUCHO ж 48K 
YOORRIS MEETS THE 
BIKERS — 16K 
აუ. – 
CONFUSION ABK 
KOSMIC PIRATE 48K 
SHUTTLE 48K 
GOLD DIGGER ABK 
CHOPPER RESCUE 48K 
HIGH RISE HARRY 48K 
(900 ABK 
лев KONG 48K 
RMY BURGERS ABK 
V/G0TCHA* # ABK 
PLUGGIT ж ABK 
Boss UK 





TURBO DRIVER 
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SFOMPING STAN 


OME RUNNER 
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HIDDEN CITY 16K 5.95 
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AIBLINE авк 6.00 | боссу 16K 5.95 
(one, ша |6 
BREWERY * 48K 6.00 
a ეეს sd PUES 
ща паню GU грае 
LLAS 48K 6.00 MINE 16K 4,95 
PRINT SHOP 48K 6,00 STATOR 48K 4,95 
аг реа Paris 
Eros en а 
Pat E Xo ee 
SMUGGLER ж 48K 6.00 |páziacs 48% 6.95 
CAMELOT Ram 5:00 ЫР Зан ABK 3.95 
CDS. ПАКО CHEESE 16K 4,95 
16K 5.95 JUMBLY ж 48K 6,95 
16K 5.95 | Fantasy 
N saree бита 2 
min emer iR 
BOZY BOA 16K 5.95 [RAMI D * 48K 5.50 
jr I 
Gwen CHESS 11 аш 7.95 | MONGOOSE/ BEAR ISLAND 16K 4.95 
ра” куа КИС CASTLE 48K 4,95 
cu. ‚бе quiis * 4% 14:95 
VÜEATHROW AIR TRAFFIC 
Crystal CONTROL 16K 7,95 
HALLS OF THE THINGS 48K 7.50 MAZECHASE. 16K 4,95 
UNGEON MASTER 48K 7.50 SPACEVADERS 16K 4,95 
05МІС GUERILLA 16K 5.50 BACKGAMMON 16K 5,95 
ROMMEL'S REVENGE ж 48K 6.50 |/COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 16K 5.95 
NVASION OF THE BODY СТВА, PANIC 16K 5.95 
SNATCHAS ж 48L 6,50 Ии снтғите 16K 5.95 
Aust Ж იმ 5:95 
'STERIOUS ADVENTURE SERIES: ж 4BK 5,50 
(1) THE GOLDEN BATON 48K 9,95 2; 48K 5,50 
(2) THE TIME MACHINE 48K 9,95 Р ZAP 48K 5.50 
(3) ARROW OF DEATH XI 48K 9,95 АА JACK 16K 5,50 
(4) ARROW OF DEATH Pt2 48K 9,95 Қада 16K 5.50 
(5) Е5САРЕ FROM LAR MAUL 16K 5.50 
ON ра pu 
(6) CIRCUS 48K 9,95 VCMI20105 16K 5.50 
(7) FEASABILITY i 
EXPERIMENT 48K 9,95 Igcentive 
(B) THE WIZARD AKYRZ 48K 9,95 SPLAT! 48K 5,50 
(9) PERSEUS & 
ANDROMEDA 48K 9,95 telligent 
(10) TEN LITTLE YRUS IS CHESS 16K 9.95 
no PA bee 
Order form on page 14 30 VORTEX Тек 5,95 










































































































‚gend Mian mern ABK 6.95 
ая am та. |MAAD MARTHA II 48K 6,95 
Neptu 
Nartech/Durell X 
HABE Тек 6.05 | STARTREK/MUNCIBIAN ABK 5.50 
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Lotus Soft 'SCAPE 16K 4,95 
ДУУ TONEL 16К 4:95 
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SPECTRUM BOWLS % 48K 4,50 | Ocean 
ndenhurst "AGEDDO! 16K 5.90 
СС — an Manat 16K 5.90 
(AGIC WORM 16K 4.95 но tree ке 
DERUSTON uat ioca s INSVERSION % 16K 5.90 
‘PIRATES er KONG 48K 5,90 
WHIRLWIND авк 6,50 [Y rescue каре 
MC Lothl mey X «вк 5.90 
ROMAN EMPIRE 16k 5.50 | Разевоге 
J/EYRANT OF ATHENS თოი A ПА 
URAT WARRIOR 16K 5.50 
(ЖҮ «зк 5.50 | Peaksoft | -- 
RIVATEER ABK 5.50 РТО 5 
ще ИК $30 | cHAMPTONS ABK 5,95 
JOHNNY REB ask 5:50 | Penguin Books 
PARAS жақ 5550 Kor | 
L X 5.50 | TAE WARLOCK OF — Ж 
ки 2 АШ 15,50 FIRETOP MOUNTAIN 48K 6.95 
– ია. Ж 16K 5.50 | THE KORTH TRILOGY... % 
ათს 16k 5.95 | (1) ESCAPE FROM ARKARON 16K 4.95 
Micromania (2) BESIEGED! 16К 4:95 
= = INTO THE EMPIRE — 16K 4,95 
GHOST'S REVI 16k 5. D md 
сувоткон 16K 5,9 
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Micromega RABBIT SHOOT 16K 4,95 
ÄinUNTED HEDGES lek 6.95 | SPECTRUM POCKET BOOK 16K 5.95 
LUNA CRABS 16k 6.95 | DOMINOES 16K 4:95 
` NOWOTNIK PUZZLE 16К 4.95 
Mictosphere | THE BLACK PLANET ABK 5,95 
ТИЕ TRAIN GAME 16k 5.95 | ох ABK 4.95 
EVOLUTION ABK 6:95 E KNIGHT'S QUEST 48К 5.95 
(AoH*S TOMB 48K 4,95 
__–_ pure = (GIC MOUNTAIN 4BK 4.95 
HOBBIT вк 14.95 | GREEDY GULCH ABK 4.95 
ENETRATOR ABK 6:95 Е FOREST Ж ABK 5:95 
TERROR DAKTIL 40 რმ 6.95 | postern 
YÉLBOURNE DRAW ASK 8.95 | 
SNAKE PIT 16K 6:95 
Nikrogon SIEGE 16K 6.95 
== ee: 3 DEEP SPACE ABK 7:95 
SCRAMBLE К ДҮ: К 
а jonctrotes CASTLE amas ee 
MASTER CHESS yon 
MINES OF SATURN GRY HORACE Тек 5.95 
SPACE ZOMBIES RACE GOES SKIING | 16K 5:95 
PANIC РАСЕ & THE SPIDERS 16K 5.95 
GALAKZIONS сит SIMULATION 48K 7.95 
COSMIC RAIDERS ECTRUN SCRABBLE 48K 15,95 
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Red Shift Shepherd 
APOCALYPSE 48K 9,95 ER SPY ABK 6,50 
REST ASCENT 48K 6,50 
Silversoft — MRANSYLVANIAN TOWER — 48K 6.50 
BITER ek 5,95 | SHIP OF THE LINE 4BK 6.50 
DOR ATTACK Т (NVINCIBLE ISLAND 48K 6,50 
qu pas ia 3 DEVILS OF THE DEEP АВК 6.50 
(CHER 16K 5 
YBER RATS 16K 5, 
ARMAGEDDON ж 16K 5 мк. 580 
EXTERMINATOR Ж 16K 5 Tc 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE Ж 16K 5. Дек 5:50 
BRAIN DAMAGE % 16K 5 Bee ita 
^ R . 
STARSHIP ENTERPRISE ^ 48К 5 PEE E 
mon Hes > = | Virein Games 
(GREAT BRITAIN LIMITED 48K 6.9: 
REEL авк 6,95 | IM Дек 5:95 
GOLF 16K 5:95 
Softek SHEEPHALK ABK 5,95 
- STARFIRE ABK 5.95 
ილი 16 5.95 | RACING MANAGER k ABK 5.95 
4 q LOJIX Жавк 5,95 
STERS IN HELL 5.95 
be Мк 5-95 | QUETZALCONTL A ABK 5.95 
*95 | ѕрествон ЖК 5,95 
Spnshine Books Lost KABK 5,95 
UISING ON BROADWAY 16K 4.95 | THE ISLAND ER 
BLIND ALLEY dex 74:99 [eee TOW жак 4 
GALAXY ATTACK шк 5105 | ANGLER жак 5.95 
ANDROIDS 48K 5.95 И : 
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MN А ^ 16к 5.00 «лн REVENGE 16K 5:00 
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YAHTZI ABK 5:50 
| = Watson 
STAR SOCCER ж 16K 595 
STOP PRESS! 
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FIRE FLASH ж 16K 
I SUPER DIGGER ж 16K 
| : GALACTIC WARRIORS 16K 
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Be among The First to get your hands 
on Britain’s newest exciting magazine! 


Issue 1 of CRASH will be on sale at М.Н. Smith & Son, J. Menzies and other good 
newsagents from JANUARY 13th. price 75р. But you could get your copy ahead of the 
Crowd by subscribing. You'll be getting it cheaper and you can take advantage of 

Our SUBSCRIBERS* MAIL ORDER SPECIAL PRICES! See bottom of page for details! 











A EE 


1 would like to take advantage of your special Pre-Launch Subscription of 
[117.50 (12 issues post free) [124.00 (6 issues post free) 





І enclose £ in payment 


* Cheques & postal orders payable 
to "CRASH MICRO" 


Please note, the special subscription 
rate offer closes DECEMBER 22nd, 
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Send your completed form and payment tot | 
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80 pages, over 400 games reviewed including the very 
latest releases that probably won't be reviewed 
anywhere else for some time; Articles on joystick 
controllers, software houses, games comparisons; an 
excellent chance to catch up on some of the game 
you may have missed; Competitions galore and the 
chance to win £100 in software and become a reviewer 
of games for CRASH; Glowing colour and a comic strip 
to boot! 


IT'S ALL IN CRASH - THE NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE THAT'S 
ALL ABOUT SPECTRUM SOFTWARE. 


BUT THAT'S NOT ALL 













The ordinary susbscription rate for CRASH is £9 for 12 issues, £4.80 for 6 issues, 
but you сап take advantage of the special Pre-Launch Offer, using the form printed 
above, That way you get 12 issues for only 17.50 Or 6 issues for only 24.00, 


There is another way for you to receive CRASH, If you purchase software from CRASH 
MICRO GAMES ACTION to the value of £10 or more, within the month an issue is on 
sale, we'll send you the next month's issue ABSOLUTELY FREE! In this case, all you 
Will have to do is to purchase a copy from your newsagent after January 13th, and 
use the CRASH MICRO GAMES ACTION mail order form printed in the magazine. 





But if you would rather subscribe to CRASH then you will immediately become 
elligible for the SPECIAL SUBSCRIBERS DISCOUNT RATE, This is 50р. off the price 
Of every tape you order from CRASH MICRO GAMES ACTION, As a subscriber, you will 
be given a code number which you quote on any order, and which automatically 
entitles you to deduct 50p. off the price of any and every tape ordered during the 
period of your subscription! 


HHY WAIT? USE THE FORM PRINTED ABOVE AND SUBSCRIBE NOW AND MAKE SURE OF YOUR COPY! 
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| MICRO GAMES ACTION 











By the tine you've travelled to your nearest stockist (assuming he is 
near) the you buy can cost twice as much = and he may be out of 
Kock, so you will have wasted your trip. Ordering direct from CRASH 
MICI means no postage or delivery charges, plugs you instantly into 
Our extensive range of high quality programs from all the best soft- 

АКО keeps you right up to date with out light-hearted review 
magazine vhich is regularly updated. 








dition there are money-off deals for the regular buyer. ALI in all 
à fun package which lets you buy Spectrum games from the comfort of 
hose without ever having to leave the action! 

How to Order 


1t couldn't be easier! Simply fill in the form below (in block capital 











скри date, 
Siete et ine botton of the farms You de mt need sny same seve /, 

‘int pay the postage. + 

А aml box As included for your commenta, and ve should ხი ples ` 

T ^ ж IM > 

> : feck Wiehe eed. Sticker hy 

‘This would have 40 pages monthly at a cost of 407. ში Means ve can toad ie first time { 





CRASH MICRO ORDER FORM rast cro cannot 
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County Postcode | 

FROGMAN TITLE 6 SOFTWARE PRODUCER ТЕ ШЕСІ: 
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2 











| 
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